Abstract. The afroalpine vegetation of the Butawu valley (Ruwenzori Mountains, Uganda) was analysed in 1984 in an area of c. 2.5 km2, between 3800 and 4500 m as!. This area is char acterised by high precipitation, regular nocturnal frost and the prevalence of well drained Leptosols.
Introduction
The Ruwenzori Mountains are situated on the border between Uganda and Zaire just north of the equator. The unique vegetation of these mountains has been most comprehensively described by HAUMAN (1933) , working on the west side and by HEDBERG (1951 HEDBERG ( , 1964 on the east side of the range. The zone above 3800 m was called 'hage alpin' by HAUMAN (1933) and 'alpine belt' by HEDBERG (1951); both authors recognised five plant communities within this zone. HEDBERG'S later work (1964) presents an analysis of ten 1 X 1 m releves.
The aim of this paper was to analyse and classify the afro alpine plant com munities of the Butawu valley (c. 2.5 km2) and to describe their distribution in relation to environmental factors. This is the first phytosociological study of this valley. HEDBERG 'S (1951, 1964) system of the 'principal afroalpine plant
